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March 2020 

Thomas & Thomas E-News 

Firstly, we would like to reiterate our best wishes to you in these difficult and unprecedented 

times.  

We published some Coronavirus Licensing FAQs last week, which you may find helpful: 

Coronavirus Licensing FAQs.  

As you will have heard, the Government has effectively closed down pubs and restaurants unless 

there are trading for takeaway or delivery only. 

The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Business Closure) (England) Regulations 2020  

The measures will be reviewed by the Government every 28 days, subject to a 6-month end date, 

which could be extended. 

The following premises must not sell food or drink for consumption on the premises: 

1. Restaurants (including restaurants or dining rooms in hotels or members clubs). 

2. Cafes, including workplace canteens but excluding hospital cafes, prison or military canteens 

or services providing food or drink to the homeless. 

3. Bars (including restaurants or dining rooms in hotels or members clubs). 

External seating areas are expressly included in the Regulations, meaning external furniture must 

not be made available for customers. 

Takeaway and delivery facilities from the above premises may remain open and operational, subject 

to any existing licensing restrictions. 

You should check whether your licence authorises the supply of alcohol for consumption off the 

premises and that there are no relevant conditions restricting takeaway / delivery. If a variation 

application is required to authorise off sales or remove relevant restrictions, local authorities may 

take a pragmatic approach to grant and enforcement pending determination of the application. 

Compliance & Enforcement 

The Government has now published guidance on the Regulations: Regulations Guidance. 

The guidance clarifies the strict enforcement and penalty process for anyone found breaching the 

Regulations. In particular, it raises the possibility of a licence revocation, presumably by way of the 

review procedure: 

http://www.tandtp.com/Articles/Coronavirus%20and%20Licensing.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/327/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/business-and-other-venues-subject-to-further-social-distancing-measures/businesses-and-other-venues-subject-to-further-social-distancing-measures
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“As of 2pm on 21 March 2020, closures are now enforceable by law in England and Wales due 

to the threat to public health. A business operating in contravention of the Health Protection 

(Coronavirus, Business Closures) Regulations 2020 will be committing an offence.  

Environmental Health and Trading Standards officers will monitor compliance with these 

regulations, with police support provided if appropriate. Businesses that breach them will be 

subject to prohibition notices, and potentially unlimited fines. As a further measure, and if 

needed, businesses that fail to comply could also face the loss of their alcohol licence. 

Changes to the Planning Legislation 

The Government is to also allow pubs and restaurants to operate as takeaways (A5) as part of the 

coronavirus response.   This means that the planning rules will be relaxed so that pubs and 

restaurants can operate as hot food takeaways without the need for a planning application. 

  

The measures will apply to hot food and drinks.  Serving of alcoholic drinks will continue to be 

subject to the licensing. The change of use for Class A4 and Class A3 uses to change to Class A5 use 

will last for a temporary period of 12 months only. 

  

Businesses are required to inform the LPA when the new use begins and ends.   

 

This is general and generic advice only.  If you have any queries in respect of the above or any other 

matter, please contact one of the partners:  

 

E: athomas@tandtp.com 

E: tomaoileoin@tandtp.com  

E: jspiegler@tandtp.com  

Please refer to our website Legal Notices section when reading our E News articles.  

 


